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St. Anthony Says . . . 
A prayer to Mary . . . 
 
“We ask you, our Lady, that as you are the 
morning star, you may by your splendor drive 
away the cloud of the devil’s suggestions which 
covers the earth of our minds.  Do you, who are 
the full moon, fill our emptiness and scatter the 
darkness of our sins, so that we may be able to 
come to the fullness of eternal life, to the light or 
unending glory.  May he grant this, who brought 
you forth to be our light, who made you to be 
born on this day, that he might be born of you.  
To him be honor and glory forever.  Amen.” 
 
Fraternity Schedule 
MAY 
9 – MOTHER’S DAY 
13 - ASCENSION  
16 – OFS MEETING, 3:00, FRH, PRIOR LAKE 
        Prayer – Wendy Meeting in person & Zoom   
      Ongoing Formation (chapt 29) – Amy & Peter 
       Treats – Mary  (if allowed) 
23 – PENTECOST 
31 – MEMORIAL DAY 
 
JUNE 
4-6 -  REGIONAL MINISTERS MTG,  
           Christ the King Retreat Center, Buffalo, MN  
7 – COUNCIL MEETING, 1:00, FRH, PL  
11 – SACRED HEART OF JESUS 
12 – IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY 
13 – OFS MEETING, 3:00, FRH, PL  
        Prayer – Wendy   
        Ongoing Formation (chapt 30) –  
        Treats – 
20 – FATHER’S DAY 
 
JULY 
4 - INDEPENDENCE DAY 
5 - HOLIDAY 
18 – Franciscan Retreats Garden Party,  
        Farewell to Br. Bob Roddy, OFM Conv. 
        1-3pm FRH, PRIOR LAKE  
23 – TOKYO OLYMPIC GAMES  
 

 

Franciscan of the Month              
On May 18 we celebrate the feast of 
Saint Felix of Cantalice (1515-1587), the 
first Capuchin Franciscan ever canonized.  
Born of humble parents, Felix worked as 
a farmhand and shepherd until he was 
28. 
He developed the habit of praying while 
he worked.  In 1543 he joined the 
Capuchins and was assigned to the 
Rome friary as its official beggar, serving 
in that capacity for 42 years.  When not 
begging, he prayed the rosary.   A local 
cardinal tried to relieve Felix of his 
begging duties when he was an old man, 
but Felix refused to stop begging.  He 
was canonized in 1712. 
 

Our May Meeting 
You will receive a Zoom meeting 
invitation the previous Friday for our 
Sunday May 16 meeting at 3 pm.  For 
those wishing to attend in person-- with 
masks and social distancing – we will 
meet at the retreat house in the Marian 
lounge, the same as our very successful 
April meeting. 
 

Mary 
should be at the center of our thoughts 
during the month of May.  It is indeed 
fitting that the loveliest of months is 
dedicated to her.  Her spiritual presence 
is a formidable one, and we are wise to 
always be aware that she is near us.  A 
regular recitation of the rosary is a 
wonderful way to keep Mary close to us.  
Keep Mary’s kind and powerful presence 
in your thoughts throughout this month.    
Dr. Steven Schier, OFS 



 
    
 
 

 
 

        
 
         April Fraternity Meeting Report    
 

Our April 18 hybrid meeting was a success, allowing both in person and Zoom 
participation. We were delighted to celebrate the Rite of Welcoming for Sue Sadeh 
and Carol Swenson. Formation director Wendy Parks introduced them to our 
fraternity. Sue is an active member of St. Bonaventure Church. She is married, has 4 
children and 7 grandchildren. She is excited to finish her Franciscan formation with 
us. Carol was a sister with Little Sisters of the Poor for 22 years. She left the order 
and became an RN. After a conversation with Fr. Urban Wagner she felt called to 
become a consecrated virgin. Sue and Carol are good friends and look forward to 
their journey together with us. 
A meeting summary has been sent to all fraternity members who were not able to join 
us. Our next hybrid meeting will be on May 18. Our ongoing formation will be on 
chapter 29, “Praying as a Group”, from To Live and Francis Lived.  
 
Fratelli Tutti: Chapter Five: A Better Kind of Politics 
Pope Francis begins by noting two trends that hinder progress toward a better world. The 
first is “populist” leaders who create fear and hatred toward the world’s most vulnerable in 
order to gain power for themselves.  Populism puts the focus on short term gain rather than long 
term growth and development that meets the needs of all.  
The second is a neoliberal economic system that puts economic gain above the needs of 
people. We need social structures which enable us to act with charity toward our neighbor. Pope 
Francis uses the example of the inn which allowed the Good Samaritan a means to provide what he 
could not himself. We must avoid systems that serve to widen the income gap among the rich and 
the poor. We must work cooperatively with other nations to promote the common good. 
True political leaders uphold the high principles of their nations and think long-term, promoting 
charity and building community. Pope Francis mentions world hunger as one of the most pressing 
needs.  
 
Chapter Six: Dialogue and Friendship in Society. 
Pope Francis tells us that dialogue is our pathway to improve the world, standing between 
the two extremes of selfish indifference and violent protest. He decries the false information 
and acrimony often shared on social media and calls for authentic dialog that leaves open the door 
to changing one’s point of view and respecting the views of others. 
He suggests that the sacred dignity of each human being must be the basis of dialogue. He 
challenges us to find ways to listen to everyone, even those on the margins of our culture. This is 
the way to true and lasting peace.    
Kindness is a gift of the Holy Spirit which leads us to make life more 
comfortable for others. It teaches us to take the time to notice each other, 
offer a word of support, and cultivate respect. 
Fratelli Tutti is imbued with Franciscan themes!  
 
Mary Higgins, secretary/JPIC 
 
 

Keeping in touch... 

 


